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Bicyclists Hail 1st Amendment Victory: 
Another Judge Finds No Permits Necessary for Critical Mass
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FreeWheels celebrates Time's-Up!'s victory over the City of New York's attempt to receive a preliminary injunction against Time's-Up!  On February 15, 2006 New York State Supreme Court Judge Micheal D. Stallman issued a 24 page Decision and Order, soundly rejecting the City's arguments the Critical Mass bicycle rides require permits.  


Gideon Oliver, one of the attorney's in the Time's-Up! lawsuit who has also represented hundreds of those arrested for violating the permit law in criminal cases,  has requested that the District Attorney's office drop all charges of Parading Without a Permit now pending against people being prosecuted for riding their bikes.  


On January 9, 2006, Criminal Court Judge Gerald Harris dismissed pending parading charges declaring the whole parade permitting scheme is “hopelessly overbroad” and “constitutes a burden on free expression that is more than the First Amendment can bear.”


“This is the City's third strike in trying to obtain injunctions against Critical Mass rides,” said Oliver.  “I hope Judge Stallman's considered opinion will help encourage the Mayor and the Police Department to rethink their aggressive stance toward policing these peaceful events.”

Time's-Up! Press Conference:

Date - February 16, 2006 at 11:30 AM

Location – Time's-Up!, 49 E. Houston (between Mott & Mulberry), New York, NY

FreeWheels (www.bicycledefensefund.org) is a volunteer-run, non-profit advocacy group started by bicyclists who have ridden in and been arrested at Critical Mass. We are dedicated to providing the resources necessary to fight New York City's attack on the civil rights of bicyclists and assisting those arrested, ticketed, or harassed for bicycling. We raise money for arrestees' legal expenses, and provide arrestees with resources, information and support in defending their Constitutional Rights.  

FreeWheels believes the NYPD's crackdown on the Critical Mass ride is an assault not only on the rights of bicyclists, but on the Constitution itself.   FreeWheels is not financially associated with Critical Mass. Nor are we spokespeople for Critical Mass, which is a leaderless gathering of bicyclists.  Critical Mass rides take place in many cities around the world on the last Friday of every month.

