Defend Your Right to Ride!

Letter/Call to Your Council Person: Talking Points
I.   Who are you?


*  Name


*  Address


*  City Council District

II.   What are you mad about?


*  Arrests of Critical Mass cyclists (more than 650 since 8/04)
*  Irresponsible police behavior (dangerous police tactics; bike locks cut; bikes confiscated; physical harm; arrests of cyclists obeying traffic laws, etc.)


*  Tax dollars funding massive police presence before and during the ride (scooter squad, 


     helicopters, marked and unmarked tactical support: cars/suv’s/TARU, sheer volume of 


     officers working on overtime wages)


*  Tax dollars funding wasteful criminal prosecutions and lawsuits

III.  What do you want?

1. That your Council Member conduct her or his own investigation into these matters, including the amount of money the City has spent on arresting and prosecuting bicyclists each month;

2. That your Council Member call Council Member Peter F. Vallone, Jr., the current Chair of the Public Safety Committee, and demand that immediate public hearings on police practices at Critical Mass bicycle rides be held in connection with Introduction No. 0684-2005;

3. That your Council Member support Introduction No. 0685-2005, an introduction pending before the Transportation Committee that would explicitly limit the NYPD’s power to seize “unattended” bicycles without prior notice to their owners; 

4. That your Council Member contact District Attorney Robert Morgenthau and ask that he decline to prosecute open criminal cases arising from “Critical Mass” arrests;

5. That your Council Member contact Corporation Counsel Michael Cardozo and ask that the City drop its attempts to obtain injunctions preventing Critical Mass bicycle rides in the courts; and

6. That your Council Member take a strong and public position urging the City to find a less expensive (and abusive) way of responding Critical Mass rides, such as sending uniformed NYPD officers on bicycles to facilitate the rides by blocking cross-traffic red lights to keep the ride safe and together, and/or issuing summonses for traffic violations in lieu of making arrests and moving forward with prosecutions for disorderly conduct and/or parading without a permit.
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