[RETURN ADDRESS AND PHONE NUMBER]

[DATE]
[CITY COUNCIL MEMBER’S ADDRESS]


Re:
New York City and Critical Mass Bicycle Rides
Dear Council Member ___________:


Over 650 cyclists have been arrested for participating in Critical Mass bicycle rides in New York City in just over a year.  In addition, hundreds of bicycles have been confiscated in the monthly sweeps, including more than 60 bicycles NYPD officers with cordless power saws have sawed off of public and private fixtures.  Before and during Critical Mass bike rides this past year, the Police Department has consistently maintained an unjustifiably large and frankly intimidating presence, including helicopters, scooter units, undercover police officers, unmarked SUV’s, and platoons of officers in riot gear.  They have misbehaved, confusing, endangering, and injuring cyclists.  The current situation is one the Police Department has created, and the situation needs to change before someone gets seriously injured.

As a peaceful, bicycle-loving resident of New York City, I direct you to these issues not only because I believe the arrests waste our tax dollars, but also because I believe the City and its Police Department are infringing on my civil rights.  I am a taxpayer and a proud member of your district.  As such, I ask:

1. That you conduct your own investigation into these matters, including the amount of money the City has spent on arresting and prosecuting bicyclists each month;

2. That you call Council Member Peter F. Vallone, Jr., the current Chair of the Public Safety Committee, and demand that immediate public hearings on police practices at Critical Mass bicycle rides be held in connection with Introduction No. 0684-2005;

3. That you support Introduction No. 0685-2005, an introduction pending before the Transportation Committee that would explicitly limit the NYPD’s power to seize “unattended” bicycles without prior notice to their owners; 

4. That you contact District Attorney Robert Morgenthau and ask that he decline to prosecute open criminal cases arising from “Critical Mass” arrests;

5. That you contact Corporation Counsel Michael Cardozo and ask that the City drop its attempts to obtain injunctions preventing Critical Mass bicycle rides in the courts; and

6. That you take a strong and public position urging the City to find a less expensive (and abusive) way of responding Critical Mass rides, such as sending uniformed NYPD officers on bicycles to facilitate the rides by blocking cross-traffic red lights to keep the ride safe and together, and/or issuing summonses for traffic violations in lieu of making arrests and moving forward with prosecutions for disorderly conduct and/or parading without a permit.


Thank you in advance for your time and attention to this matter.  I will be following up with your office.






Sincerely,







_____________________
cc:
Council Member Peter F. Vallone, Jr.
250 Broadway, 17th Floor
New York, 10007

Council Member John C. Liu

250 Broadway, 18th Floor
New York, 10007
