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January 28,2006

POLICE OFFICER INJURED DURING CRITICAL MASS CRACKDOWN 
On the cold Friday night of January 27th the NYPD’s continued crackdown on the peaceful bicycle ride known as Critical Mass resulted in an unfortunate injury to a police officer.  It appears that while attempting to grab moving cyclists two officers on motorbikes collided, resulting in an injury to at least one officer.  Luke Son, a trained EMT and a volunteer mechanic with the environmental advocacy group Time’s Up! was close behind, and provided aid to the officer.

FreeWheels would like to express its concern and sympathy for the injured officer, Officer Yan from the 1st Precinct Motorbike Patrol.  The continued crackdown on Critical Mass rides in Manhattan has needlessly exposed both police officers and cyclists to dangerous situations month after month.  FreeWheels hopes this injury will cause the city to re-think the way it handles such rides.  Peaceful, safety-oriented policing during Critical Mass rides in Brooklyn has been tremendously successful.  A similar approach to the Manhattan rides would avoid putting the NYPD in the dangerous and embarrassing position of recklessly chasing after cyclists month after month.

 Rather than facilitating the ride to ensure the safety of all, the NYPD has made a practice of pursuing the cyclists at high speeds with nets, scooters, helicopters, and other police vehicles. FreeWheels has received reports of motorbikes crashes at two additional locations last night.  However, it is believed there was only one injury.  These three incidents are not the first time the NYPD motorbike task force has had these problems, as at least one officer fell off a scooter during the ride in December.

As the crackdown on Critical Mass has continued many of the officers deployed against the ride have become familiar faces to the riders.  “Officer Yan arrested me in February of last year,” said Rebecca Heinegg, “He is a very nice guy, I really hope he is OK.  I hate the ridiculous attack on Critical Mass rides, but I know most of the officers don’t like it either.”  

Freewheels encourages the City to take this opportunity to rethink their policy and return to a supportive style of policing that will make our streets safer for cyclists, pedestrians, and police alike. 

###

Freewheels Bicycle Defense Fund (www.bicycledefensefund.org) is a not-for-profit group founded by Critical Mass arrestees that helps provide support for people who have been arrested ticketed, or harassed for riding their bicycles. Freewheels believes the New York City crackdown on the Critical Mass ride is an assault not only on the rights of bicyclists, but on the Constitution itself.

Critical Mass is an event, not an organization.  Freewheels is not an organizer of, or a spokesperson for, Critical Mass.  

